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Brief Summary of Proposal

The project will produce a national set of criteria for identifying and mapping the coastal habitats that should be provided for under Section 6a and 6c of the RMA.


Key outputs

1. A national set of criteria for identifying and mapping the coastal habitats that should be provided for under Section 6a and 6c of the RMA.

2. A case study, which applies the criteria to one or more regions within a national context.

3. A workshop(s) which explains the derivation and application of the criteria to regional councils.

Outline of the environmental problem requiring the tool
Regional Councils must recognise and provide for the matters of national importance listed in Section 6 of the Resource Management Act (1991).  However, the preservation of natural character (which includes an ecological element) (Section 6a) and protection of indigenous vegetation and fauna (Section 6c) is severely hampered by a lack of information on the values and sensitivity of coastal ecosystems.  In particular, Regional Councils throughout the country are struggling to determine which, if any, of the coastal habitats important to indigenous vegetation and fauna are covered under Section 6, and therefore warrant a higher level of protection.  This information is urgently required, because many coastal systems throughout New Zealand are progressively being impacted by activities within the coastal marine area and in adjacent catchments.  Consequently, there is a serious risk that the matters of national importance identified in Section 6 will be, or have already been, degraded or lost.  Envirolink funding is therefore sought to develop a scientifically robust, national set of criteria which will be used to identify the significance of indigenous coastal habitats
.  The information will be used to strengthen regional policies designed to preserve and protect these nationally important features.

The benefits of having a nationally consistent set of criteria, underpinned by robust science include:

· Strengthening the basis for coastal policies aimed at preserving and protecting matters of national importance.

· Providing greater weight in council hearings and the environment court.

· Provision of a national context for matters affecting coastal habitats in particular regions.

· Providing greater uniformity and certainty to stakeholders throughout the country.

· Reducing variation in assessment quality.

· Assisting in consent processing by clearly identifying coastal habitats whose “special” values should be preserved or protected.

· Avoiding duplication of effort in developing methods by individual regional councils.

The criteria are likely to identify habitats that: have rare, outstanding or unique features; have especially high intrinsic values; and/or, provide nationally important functions and services.   They should also assist in ranking the importance of coastal habitats at a regional level.  Regional council scientists will have input into the project through a workshop (or workshops) and the application of the criteria will be tested through a case study in one or more regions. This will help to ensure that the criteria will be supported by the scales of data available on a regional and national basis.

Past research on which the tool is based 

The project will build upon work being carried out by DoC/MFish (criteria for the identification of representative marine protected areas), NIWA (FRST funded Coasts and Oceans, and Aquatic Biodiversity and Biosecurity OBI’s as well as numerous other projects involving mapping of coastal habitats), and Biosecurity New Zealand (national marine environmental value mapping for incursion response).

Target stakeholder groups that will be directly involved/affected by the tool

Dr. Shane Kelly (ARC): Project Champion

Dr Marlene Felsing (EW): Project Champion 

Dr. Simon Thrush (NIWA): NIWA Project Leader – covering soft sediment and coastal vegetation aspects (also project leader of the Coasts and Oceans OBI)

Dr Alison MacDiarmid (NIWA): NIWA Project Leader – covering reef aspects (also project leader for BNZ marine environmental value mapping project)

Council commitment to the tools implementation

This need has been identified from coastal technical staff working within Regional Councils and has the support of the Coastal Planning Special Interest Group

� In this context coastal habitats are considered to be those habitats subject to tidal inundation, but the criteria should also take into account landward influences.





